Letter from the Chair
We are halfway through what is turning out to be a very busy year at the
University of New Mexico (UNM) and in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery.
The UNM Orthopaedic faculty continues to grow alongside a wonderful residency
program. I am continually impressed by the great camaraderie of our residents,
faculty, and fellowship recipients. UNM and Albuquerque have always been great
places to work and live, but our department strives to make this place of care and
learning fun, as well. I am proud to say we work as a team and truly care about each
other.
I would like to thank Dean Smith and all of our loyal alumni for their great
efforts and support through the Sandia Orthopaedic Alumni Society over the past
year. The Eric Thomas Memorial Golf Tournament, a fundraiser for SOAS and the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, was a fantastic success. I hope you’ll make plans to join us again in September for the
Second Annual Eric Thomas Memorial Tournament. We had a wonderful gathering of current residents, faculty, and
graduates in San Francisco at the AAOS reception in February. Be sure to get in touch with Ryan Wood at rwood03@
salud.unm.edu to find out about more exciting alumni activities.
We welcome many new faces to the department. Ross Arena is the new section chair of Physical Therapy (PT)
and has great vision and energy for the PT section. I would like to thank the former section chair, Sue Queen, for all
her hard work. I would also like to thank Ron Andrews for his interim section chair work that paid off so nicely in the
hiring of Ross. Pediatric Orthopaedics has continued to grow under the leadership of Dale Hoeksta. Antony Kallur,
long-time faculty member Elizabeth Szalay, and recently hired Selina Silva (UNM Ortho Class of 2010) have set us
on a great path for the care of children here in New Mexico. Trauma has seen changes. Our long-time and revered
professor of the Socratic technique, Tom DeCoster, stepped down from a full-time faculty position, transitioning to a
part-time retiree who still is actively involved in making our residents really question what they know and especially
what they do. Thank you, Tom. Our adult reconstruction program continues to grow with the addition of Jerry Becker
(UNM Ortho Class of 1997) working with Chris Hanosh (UNM Ortho Class of 2001), Rick Gehlert, Dan Wascher,
and many others.
It is with great sadness that we see Bob Quinn leave, but we wish him the best at his new position of Professor
and Chair in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at University of Texas in San Antonio. It is with high regard
and respect that I congratulate him on his selection. I am excited about this new opportunity for Bob as well as for the
Orthopaedics Department in Texas. We all know he is going to do great things in San Antonio, and the program there
is very fortunate to have him as their new leader. At the same time, I am pleased that Dr. Gehron Treme has accepted
the position of Program Director here as Bob moves on to San Antonio. Gehron graduated from UNM Orthopaedics
in 2006, did his sports medicine fellowship at University of Virginia, and returned to Albuquerque after two years in
private practice in Louisiana. Gehron will make an excellent director, having worked in both private practice and now
in academics, and I believe he will do phenomenal things in the Orthopaedic Residency Program here at UNM.
The future is very exciting for our residency program. We wish our senior residents well as they end this phase
of their careers and begin new ones. Bryon Hobby will do a trauma fellowship at UC Davis, Jan Gilmore a sports
fellowship at the University of Virginia, Johnson Patman has a sports fellowship at the University of Utah, David Rust
will do a sports fellowship in Minneapolis, and Dan Stewart will start a hand fellowship at the University of Colorado.
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Research continues to make great progress. Drs. DeCoster and Mercer have redoubled their efforts, and we
now have a full time research coordinator—Kimberly Fields. Christina Salas, our research assistant, is back at UNM
after doing a yearlong internship at Mayo Clinic. There are half a dozen biomechanics studies in process now. Residents
and faculty meet monthly to go over current studies and research topics, and the number of projects and papers
continues to increase. Names that must be mentioned with continued successes in publications and projects include
Elizabeth Szalay and Deana Mercer, as well as residents Nate Morrell and Dustin Richter. Congratulations to everyone
involved in our growing research initiative!
As we continue through 2012, we look West, both near and far. Nearby, along University Boulevard, the UNM
Orthopaedic Center is on track for construction in 2013. It will be a 2 story facility with a 15,000 square foot ground
floor clinic space and a second story that will be home to outpatient physical therapy and the Orthopaedic Academic
offices. The location will be adjacent to the Outpatient Surgery and Imaging Services center, just north of that facility.
Looking farther west, we are pleased to see the opportunities in Rio Rancho. Sandoval Regional Medical Center is
in its final stages of construction and is set to open and care for patients this summer. We are currently recruiting 3
full time faculty members to work at the Rio Rancho UNM Hospital. Many orthopaedic faculty will work out there,
part-time, as well. The hospital has 60 beds, a level III emergency room, and a fully integrated medical center with an
attached 50,000 square foot medical office building. This center is unique. It is designed as an open medical staff model,
an academic community hospital where private practitioners will practice alongside the UNM faculty. More than 50
faculty members are being hired to staff the medical center in Rio Rancho at Unser and Paseo del Volcan. Google it!
This is an exciting time for UNM Orthopaedics. I agree with Dean Smith’s observation that “through your
support, we are making a difference.” I want to join Dean in inviting graduates, current residents, and faculty members
to participate in our future. Please contact us for ways in which you can participate with the growth and success of
UNM Orthopaedics.
Sincerest regards,
Robert C. Schenck Jr. MD
Professor and Chair
UNM Orthopaedics
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